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Trescientas Cincuenta Mil (2025)​
Raúl A. Parra Sanz (b. 2004)​
Duration: ~5’00”-5’30” 
www.raulpszmusic.com 
 
Premiered August 8th, 2025 by The FSU Flute Choir and Jazz Combo alongside 
Soloist Nestor Torres and the composer at the National Flute Convention in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
 
Instrumentation: 
 
Flute 1-3 
Alto Flute 
Bass Flute 
Contrabass Flute 
 
Lead Flute 
 
Piano or Keyboard 
Amplified Cuatro 
Amplified Double Bass 
Drum Set (Ride, Crash, Hi-hat, Kick-drum, Tom) 
 
Performance Notes: 
 

The Lead Flautist does not need to be amplified, but they should be placed in front 
of the ensemble similar to a concerto. While there are tempo and metric changes 
indicated in the Lead Flautist’s ‘Cadenza’, the performer is free to rubato as they see fit. 

 
The Cuatro needs to be amplified, preferably through having the instrument be 

electroacoustic and plugged into an amp. The Cuatro Utilizes a common folk technique 
called “Chasquido” which is indicated by a X notehead. 

 
A conductor is preferred. 

 
Program Notes: 

 
Trescientas Cincuenta Mil (350,000) is heavily inspired by the imagery and 

meaning of the poem ¿Cuántas estrellas tiene el cielo? by Venezuelan writer Andrés Eloy 
Blanco.  
  

This piece combines contemporary diatonic writing with the traditional tendencies 
of Venezuelan Joropo and Merengue alongside a Latin-Jazz influence all over a constant 
shifting meter and later a heavy usage of a specific hexachord with some whole tone 
scales added for taste. 
 

The music aims to capture a cosmical feeling which is tied to the meaning of the 
poem.  advocating for the value of life and how each person should be immensely 
appreciated for who they are, as when we lose them, we lose a star in the sky, and with it, 
a whole world. 
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Below is the original poem in Spanish alongside an English Transliteration: 
 
 

” La última noche que pasamos juntos,​
 lo preguntó:​
 -¿Cuántas estrellas tiene el cielo?​
 – Trescientas cincuenta mil.​
 -¿A que no?​
 -¿A que sí? 

– Cállate. Esta noche​
 no quiero que preguntes esas cosas.​
 Esta noche, si quieres preguntar​
 cuántas estrellas tiene el cielo,​
 o cualquier otra cosa,​
 pregunta algo así como ¿me quieres?​
 ¿tienes frío? ¿quién dice que tiene hambre? 

Esta noche, pregunta algo que sea​
 contestado en el mundo sin palabras.​
 Interroga con toda tu sangre​
 algo en que toda la vida del mundo​
 esté preguntando,​
 algo así como ¿quién llora?​
 ¿hace falta algo? 

Y verás como todo hace falta​
 y sabrás cuántas estrellas tiene el cielo​
 cuando sepas que el cielo tiene una sola estrella​
 para cada momento,​
 porque con una que se pierda​
 dará un paso de sombra la luz del Universo. “ 

” The last night we spent together,​
 You asked:​
 -How many stars does the sky have?​
 – Three hundred and fifty thousand.​
 -No way?​
 -Yes way? 

– Silence. Tonight​
 I don’t want you to ask these things.​
 Tonight, if you want to ask​
 how many stars does the sky have,​
 or whatever else,​
 ask something such as: do you love me?​
 are you cold? Who says that they are hungry? 

Tonight, ask something which is​
 answered by the world without words.​
 Question with all your blood​
 something which all life on earth​
 is wondering about,​
 something such as: who’s crying?​
 is there something missing? 

And you’ll see how everything is missing​
 and you’ll know how many stars the sky  has​
 when you understand the sky only has one star​
 for each moment,​
 because with the loss of just one​
 further in shadow will the universe sink into“ 

 

-Andrés Eloy Blanco 
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Free Solo Continued...
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